The carbon cycle

The ocean plays a vital role in the carbon

cycle. It constantly exchanges CO: with

the atmosphere, but also stores it on the
Q? ocean floor for millions of years.

* , tonnes of human-made
& s O B g @@ CO:isdissolvedinthe
- co: co: cor on ocean every hour

CO:

CO:

, ,’.”’ More than 1 million o

CO: co:

COz

Some COz:is held in the ocean via a process called V

Carbonis stored in rocks,
the atmosphere, the bl l e
- Tiny phytoplankton absorb
ocean, soils and plants. pr 4&—  carbon from the atmosphere
It moves between these via photosynthesis
stores through a process 000«

calledthe carboncycle.  ©Oxygenisalsoproduced 4 Do
and travels into the :

atmosphere. @% K

As organisms die, they sink to
The ocean s called the seabed where the carbon

acarbon sink as it is released and stored in the
stores more carbon sediment for millenia

thanitreleases * . i




