Ocean acidification

When carbon dioxide dissolves in seawater it decreases the

pH of the ocean, driving the seawater towards acidity. The huge
increase in our CO; emissions means this is happening on an
unprecedented scale. This is known as ocean acidification.

The pH scale measures acidity or alkalinity of a solution

The ocean currently The scale runs from O to 14 and pH7 is neutral
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Under normal conditions the oceanis

The unprecedented increase in carbon slightly alkaline, with an average pH of 8.2.

emissions means acidification is : : .
_ . Since the Industrial Revolution its pH has
happening about 10 times faster than at decreased by an average of 0.1, to 8.1 — this
any time in the last 300 million years equates to a 26% increase in acidity

Rise in ocean acidity
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